Utilization of inpatient services under shortened lengths of stay: a neonatal care example.
In the last several years many hospitals have experienced a significant reduction in average length of stay (LOS). We know relatively little about whether such reductions are likely to be accompanied by proportional reductions in the utilization of all inpatient services or whether services are merely condensed into a shorter time frame. Average patient severity may well rise as a result of shortened LOS, causing daily resource consumption to rise. In this paper, however, we hypothesize that patients with shorter LOS consume significantly fewer resources. Our empirical results support the hypothesis for some, but not all, of the services were examined.